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Florida man at center of corpse mystery eluded investigators

Posted: April 11,2002 10:23 PM

MIAMI (AP) — Joseph Damiano became known as the Body Baron of Broward County’ for the business he built
transporting and cremating corpses. But investigators, plaintiffs lawyers and others have come to suspect he
made his fortune through a rich and sometimes ghastly variety of shady practices.

Damiano, 65, was arrested last week on charges of running an illegal crematorium. And state investigators are
looking into allegations he rented out bodies for embalming by mortuary students without families’ permission.

“He’s been busted for everything in God’s earth and got away with it,” said Owen Day, a crematory manager in
Fort Lauderdale who has known Damiano more than 20 years. ‘Wiat makes him tick is greed and a lack of
caring.”

Damiano was snared in a state sweep of crematoriums that was prompted by the discovery in February of
hundreds of discarded corpses around a crematory in Georgia. He was charged with operating an incinerator
without a license. Separately, he is also charged with trying to open a crematorium under a false name.

Ed Griffiths, spokesman for the Miami-Dade County prosecutor’s office, would not discuss the case.

Damiano’s business had been fined by the state before, and he has avoided paying multimillion-dollar judgments
to families who charged that he mishandled their loved ones’ remains.

Former employees complained that ashes were frequently mingled and others were scattered in a parking lot
when family members had requested they be cast into the sea, said Shirin Vesely, a lawyer who sued one of
Damiano’s companies in the 1990s.

Damiano paid only a small fraction of a $33.5 million judgment awarded to a family whose mother’s cremated
remains were lost, lawyer ~b Brennan said. And attorney Joseph L. Saunders said he has been trying to collect
on a $5.5 million judgment he won in 1998 against a Damiano company that mishandled the remains of a 5-
month-old girl.

Damiano and his family have repeatedly declined to comment. His lawyer, Joel Kaplan, did not return repeated
calls.

But during a videotaped deposition in 1996, Damiano donned dark sunglasses and defended his practices in a
lawsuit that accused him of losing a woman’s ashes.

“Believe me, if we were doing something wrong it would have made Metro Goldwyn Mayer with film, trust me,”
Damiano said.

On Tuesday, state regulators stripped him of two licenses for the removal and cremation of bodies. But those who
have followed Damiano’s activities wonder why it has taken so long for the state to discipline him.

The Department of Business and Professional Regulation refused to comment
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Investigators and plaintiffs’ lawyers say Damiano skirted state laws regulating the disposal of bodies by opening
several crematoriums and body-transport companies under the names of family members and associates to avoid
paying court judgments.

Damiano opened Professional Transport Systems Inc. in 1977 and monopolized the body-transport market in
South Florida until the late 1 990s, winning numerous accounts with funeral homes and landing contracts worth
hundreds of thousands of dollars a year with Broward and Miami-Dade counties’ medical examiners. He lost
those contracts in recent years after allegations surfaced that he was mishandling bodies.

“His workers were caught stealing jewelry off of dead bodies,” said Tim Steinkamp, whose company took over
several of Damiano’s contracts. “He was also stacking the bodies, without stretchers or bags, in the vans. He was
carrying them around like luggage.”

A lawsuit filed March 28 implicates him in an illicit scheme to supply bodies to Lynn University for embalming by
mortuary students. Jeffrey Post brought the lawsuit, alleging his wife’s body was taken to an embalming class at
the school without his knowledge. The lawsuit claims as many as 600 bodies were similarly used.

The lawsuit names the university and funeral home Levitt-~A~instein, but not Damiano, as defendants. Post~s
lawyer, David Charlip, said he did not want to draw his clients “into the morass of litigations against Damiano.”

The university paid Damiano’s company $110 for each body delivered to the school, according to the lawsuit.
Officials at the university said in a statement last week that it “acted in good faith” and was conducting its own
review. The school said Thursday it has suspended its embalming classes.

The funeral home has said Damiano’s company took the body of PosVs wife to the university without its
knowledge.

John Muller, the owner of an automobile transport company, said Damiano still owes him $380 for the transport of
two hearses from Pennsylvania in the late I 970s. ~Mien he tried to collect, he said, Damiano asked, “Wiat are
you going to do?”

“I said what goes around comes around. I hope you have as much bad luck as you can possibly wish for,” Muller
said. “And he has — but unfortunately it hasn’t kept him out of business.”

Associated Press V~kiter Ken Thomas contributed to this report.

(Copyright 2002 by the Associated Press. All Rights Reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast,
rewritten or redistributed.)
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ot know the bodies would
e used for classroom work.

Lynn’s funeral-services
rogram has temporarily
ispendecj the use of bodies
ir class, Ross said Thursday.
oss’ statement was the uni
srsity’s first public response

a growing nationwide
anda] — now including his
hool — over how the dead
e treated. His comments
‘me two weeks after a wid
ver whose wife was em
imed in a Lynn class filed a
s’suit saying he never gave
consent.
‘The families and the
no University community,
~ulty, staff and students —

all victims of the actions
one firm that, unlike the
iversity, did not act in good
th,” Ross said. “We trusted
-onspany that was licensed
the state of Florida and

ed by Miami-Dade County
transport the bodies of in
:ent People.”
Damiano lost that con
Ct in April2001. Neither he
- his attorney has corn
nted on the allegations,
ich culminated in his ar

last week on a misde
anor charge of running a
matory without a license.

faces felony charges
‘nthing from a 2001 arrest
vhich he is accused of ly
on a license application.
~oss acknOwledged the
001 had no written con
:t with Fort Lauderdale
ed Professional Transport
tems or Damiano. Ross

people whose families had paid.
for funeral arrangements. - ..‘ -

Lynn did not have the re- Disagree.
quired written consents to em- Lynn’s Donald
balm even supposedly indigent Ross (top) said
people. Instead, Ross said, the bodies from
funeral program relied on the Joseph
word of Joseph Damiano, 65, Damiano were
owner of the company that col- seen as’
lected money from the school legitimate.
to fetch the bodies, that he had - -

the proper paperwork.
Family members of those

whose bodies were delivered to
Lynn by Damiano’s Profession
al Transport Systems and then
embalmed have said they did

pus~se see EMBALM, B4

said, Lynn paid Dainiano’s
firm transport fees of $110
apiece for 90 bodies between
the fall of 1998 and February
2001, ‘when the school
learned the bodies were not
legally obtained.

The attorney who filed the
lawsuit against the school
said the university’s position
and its unwritten relation.
ship with Damiano is legally
shaky.

“If you’re talking about
theologic matters, it’s OK to
go on faith,” attorney David
Charlip said. “Once you leave
the field of theology, it
doesn’t hold water in today’s
society. Their position is pret
ty much indefensible.”

In November, an investi.
gator with the Florida De
partment of Business and
Professional Regulation
wrote in a report that the uni
versity had not answered all
the questions that needed to
be resolved, including the
school’s connection with Da
miano. Both Ross and attor
nay Stephen Schwed con
tended Lynn had been coin
pletely cooperative.

Lonnie PanzeR, spokes
woman for the’Department
of Business and Professional
Regulation, said Lynn pro
vided the state with a number
of documents in response to
a subpoena. “But nothing ad
dresses when or how the re
lationship [with Damiano]
was initiated,” she said.

Mitch Lipka is a business reporter for
the South florida Sun-Sentinel, a
Tribune Publishing newspaper.
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School deflects blame
~n embalming scandal
Lynn University’s
president said Joseph
Darniano and his
company are at fault,
By MITCH LIPKA
i’LORIDA CORRESPONDENT

BOCA RATON — Lynn Uni
versity President Donard Ross
portrayed his school as a victim -

Thursday, saying members of
the school’s funeral-services
program thought they were get
ting the bodies of indigents
from Miami-Dade County to
use in embalming classes— not -.

~vithout bodies in -

~unera1-servjces- classes
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University~5
Denies Fault
In Embalmings

By DANA CANEDY
MIAMI. April11 — Lynn Universi

ty detended Itself today against acco
nations that students In its funeral
service program had used bodies
Without proper authorization to prac
tice embalnsing.

The university, in Boca Raton, bad
been virtually silent on the matter
atOll today, wlsea It sold it had acted
In good faith in accepting bodies
from ProteasinnaJ Transport Sys
tems, a Fdrt Lauderdale company
owned by Joseph Dnmlana, who lent
his operating license thIs week. The
university said II had received 90
bodies tram Ike cnmpany from Ode
her 1998 tothe end of February 2001.

University oft dais sni~ Mr. Do
tniann, who could not be reached for
cnptmenl, had led them in believe
that alt the bodies delIvered for true
In classes had been thnse of Indigent
penpln. The officials said they were
still trying to determine how many
acwally were.

‘The university respectfully em
balmed the bodies in the ballet that It
bad appropriate ootborlootlan to do
so,” Donald RnSs~ the university’u
president, said. - -

The university also said that con
trary to a Florida Department of
Bosinese- and ProfessIonal Regula
tion report it bad Cooperated wilt, lIsa
authorities in an Investigatlos and
would rantiooe to du no. A spokes-
woman for the state agency sold that
white the university bad provided
requested docnments It had nut pro,
sided all pertinent Information.

“The documents and letter they
provIded did not address the eoe
remaining question, wldcb is how the
relationship between Professional
Transport and the university Was

.lnitiatesl,” saId LDnnie Parizek, an
agency spokeswoman.

The contzoversy began lust week
when a tdnrth Lauderdale man, Jefi
roy Punt, sued the ittsiversity, cnn.
tending that after hIs wife, Madeline.
dIed of cancer in Nuvember 2000 the
university had uued his wife’s batty

• wIthout consent for studenls to prac
tice embalming. The famIly said It
bad eapliritly Instructed the funeral
borne thai Ms. Punt was nOt 10 be
embalmed because It violated her
faith.

David Cbarlip, the lawyer repre
senting Mr. Pest, said Use universi
ty’s claim that It bud no responsibil.
ily hi the Improper embalming was
dislogenunns.

“The state requires eotheriautios,
they didn’t have authurlzation,” Mr.
Cisarlip said, “They relied on a gay~
who, Is known in the industry as a
problem.”
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Hearing delayed on Lynn embalming logbook
~ A~SO( AITED PRESS flied against the private i3oca They re dragging their heei8 hook We need to protect people Lynn paid the company foi

FORT LAUDFRDALE — Attoi~ Raton university by a man giving us the log books and who don t want their names Out each body it brought
ne S ost oned a hearin whose wires body was embalm raising privacy concerns that there Schwed said Joseph Darniano the trans
Friday that could have prof ed by Lynn stUdents without his won’t hold water” Charilp said, Lynn suspended its embalm- portation company~ owner, was
duced a Lv,in University lo~ permission was postponed until Stephen Schwed Lynn a ing classes this week after arrestel last week on chargesApril 24. ., lawyer, insisted the privacy of learning that a body transports-
book listing bodies embalmed David Charilp widower those listed in the logbook was Lion company had been bringing of running an iiiegai crematorl
by the schools mortuary sd- Jem’ey Post’s lawyer, said he the university’s major concern, It corpses for embalming urn, and state. investigators are
ente students possibly without agreed to a university request There are family members allegedly without the permis looking into allegations he
their relatives permission to delay the hearing but accu who could be hurt by the mere sion of tile dead peoples reia brought bodies to Lynn without

The hearing Into a lawsuit sed Lynn officials of stalling mention of a name in that log tives permission
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Jeffrey Paul. left, holds a picttire omra wife, Madeline, who was supposed to be cremated.
InAtead, her body ended up at Lynn.Universtiy, The schoors president Donald E. Ross, right, said
LyhtoaswrThzedbybodytfanapcl.ftti0idpdtf’~!bwii&Joeéph bilOiiànó.

Ailegaticns growIng
against ‘Body Baron’
RThe craopeorfdf~ -~ ~
cth1charges,a1awsuit~d
re~tilatoiyadion. -.-

._al of
s-and-.

..e statues of
avoid paying

ri Transport
sed the body

Ste
iccounts
swortlil 1

sayearwithil,, I
s medical eaamtne 1

tecentyea salter alit of
adios ssirioced.

is workers were caugl-’ ‘~“~‘ng jriwelry off
of dead bridles,” Steinkarup,
whose comparip of
Damisno’s contra
leg the hod”'-’
bagj

Wa office, ~
Ia- ilators stripped him of many as 6(

removal and cremation of - The lAs
nt of Business and Profes- home 1.Aoi,~-.
red to comment, . fendants. Post

~ ~ ~ notwanitoct
itigations agn

lore

rentls”~ .. aiut it was cond iesc
On i rridaytheoclroolsa ~ its
cml, Jag classes.

Ata news confet-ence~ l)r. Donald Ross, Lynn’s
president, oaid “macults and students are all st~
ums of the actiono of one firm that did not act in
good faith.”

Ross oaid Dsrntano’c company brought the
school 90 bodies between 1998 and 2001 for use in
ifs rnorttiary classes, and Damiano represented
that all the bodies were of indigents supplied by
tIre Miami-Bode County Medical Esaminer,

The funeral home has said Daminno’s compa
ny took the body of Mrs. Post to the onivArsity
without its kirort’tedge.

- -

~“ Mile ~t

or

- no
~.estoj,~ga
ir embalming

,~ltey Post at
ody was taken toss

sos at the school without
The lawsuit claims an

re similarly used.
- ity and fuses-al

am-
..Jing

•,.,,ned that aches
wer nnme-reere ocatlered
ins fatvstaaothmitr mean-
hers in Vesely, A lawyer who
sued -.,.-,,,Jio’o companies in the 1990s.

Damiano paid only a moult fraction of a $33.9.
milliAn judgment awarded to a family whose
motlrer’o cremated remains were lost, law-yea-Wet,
Brennan said. And attorney Joseph L Saunders
said he has been trying to collect on a $5,5-mltlion
judgment he won in 1908 againtt a Damiano
company that mishandled the remains of a 9.
month-old girl.

Daminno and his family have declined to corn
meaL -

Its a videotaped deposition in 1996, Damiuno
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livelihood rescinded * after a
decade of successfully skirting
court judgments andthe state
agency aasignedto police the
tuneralbusineas.

Some of his critics wonder
how,he has persevered so Long’
in the industry.

Others say Damieno’sodye.’
soy through Florida’s funeral-
related regulatorysystemisa
lesson in the limits of the Flori
da Departisient of Business end
‘refeaaipsal Regulation. It has
shown thatwitli low prices, a
good lawyer and enough
friends and relatives to take his
spot on a funeral license, even
the moot vilified of business
men can’survive in Florida’s
deathindustsy.

“Tha way the rcrgulatlonays
tom is set up In Florida in the
funeral lndsstry. . .itlacks the
teeth and the investigative con
trol to keep someone like Da
miono—wha is determined to
stay in business—outofbusi
ness,’ said attorney David
Charlip.

Charlip issuing Levitt-Weiss
steinFuseral Home and Lynn
Universityonbehalf~ofJeffrey
Poat,,whs says’thc body sf1515.
wife,’Madeline;.weatalcen to~
Lyniswlthoist~lsis.pennIoston to’
trainembalmihgstudents~The
state Board~ofFl.tneral Dii~ec-’
torsand’Embdlmers hanflied
complaintavgaiisstDamiasao’0.
corsperiyintwsatlcticases~

‘They flhe you~you paytlie’
fine, and~it. happens’ agaiitr’
said Tim, Steinkamp, whose
Broward,,RemsvatS’ervjce has
been Dornian&s ftercest coot
petitor in’lhe’ftineral transport
business,

Damiaso has bees licesoed
at varioss times to transport,
refrigerate and cremate bodies
through his main campany,
Professional Transport Serv
ices, and a number of cremato
ries under Cremation Services
International. He has lost Ii
cesses, only to replace his
same with family members’ or
employees’, at lesstonce with-.

out the person’s knowledge, BrowardtindMlamt-Dsdefu- Demianosubmiltodanappltcss~
suihoritles said. semi homes Irs’ 1962. After lion for’a,Miami’incfnerator

Damiano nossi feces two bulldlng’abody’haulltigbuol- calledCrematlisn’Cbte,beas-lng
criminal cssea. One accuses nessthatcoverodsltccountIea. theslgnatutoof.Wtlson Lopez,
him of forging an employee’s Damiuno begnn’runainginlo ‘atsemployee. LOpezwould’lat
signeture on ownership papers problems In the l980s. ‘or tell’lnvestlgntoms he never
for Cremation Care Inc. In MI- Iii’ tORI, he was arrested unit signed suet documenL
ami, and ia.set flsr.trlal seat chargedwlththeftforfisillngto Also iii 1998, Professional
month inMiami-Dude County return ranted~.’ehiclee,About Transport Services begantsilc
ClrcuitCourt. Tlseotheruccus- the same time, he began.coop- big bodies to Lynsa&Jnivemsity’s
as him of operating that same eratlngwith the BrowardSher- ‘school of mortuary soiisnce.
crematory—as Oalcwood Cra- tWsOfficeafter’ShuthFlbrida’s That practice continued unttl
matory — without a license Colombscdme family boss,JO- February 2901, when two local.
when hIs daughter ran into II- seph ‘ioey’Flowers” Rotunno,, Issneral homes discovered thaf
cerssingproblems of her own, came looklng’fsralttanDasssla- the bodies of Madeline Post, af

l{enRoberson, of Port Char- no had taken.outftom’Rotun- North Lauderdale and Ruth
lotte, a funeral director who no’s brothen Donald Paul’Ro’ . Field, of Bal,Harbour, hadbeon
chaixstlsa Florida Board of Eu- banner Dasniano’s undercover used to thain embalmingstu
neral’Dlrectors and Embalm- work lad toJoseph’Rotunno’s dents at.Lynn,wlthout the fbml
ers,aeidkeepingtracksfDn~ conviction on loan-shurking llea’permlssion.
miano and alt his incarnatlona charges.. ‘ Ar least 12 families whose
is frs.sofratlng arid difficult for Iii I9Ot~ aDamienoemptoy- relatives. were embalmed at
his beard. oe waa strasted.tor stealing. Lynnbetween November2000

In Auguat 2001, Roberson jewelry ftom acorpae,and the’ and’ Fisbruary’200t told’ the
publiclycalled forthe attorney~ Sws-Svsntirsel they hadn’t so
generota statewide prosecutor, hnard’meportaofstacklng’,bod’. ,,lhlirlzedembalming. Univemi
to investigate Damiano, ‘es too In rented vans: In 1992;, tyPiealdentDbneldRooasaid
they can finally put a atop, to neighbors. of.hls.crematoeyi lastss~eelc fhattlie funeralpro
this,” . mntout’of’s commercial g,amgp’ , ,gran elied on Damiano’s

‘It’s amajor concern of the: in’ Fbrl’Lasaderdale~ dhfhatedi ~.wordr’tbabhehadproperwrit
board and the department,’ he his proposal toexpandlllaop- ,tCn.consellts,,
said of Oamiano’cstayingpow- oration: He’tostwtontkaehwith,’.i.’1n,Ma~999;.Damlano went
or. ‘ . the Bcowardta’edlcal.Eiramiit’ ‘,bbfore,tjietibard:of’FuneratDi
tue~’en nP’~ - er”s,Offlceinl993c,’. , ,rectoccand~Einbelmerssndro

But trouble sthrted’inrear— .~‘qpesçed:mllbeooe for Crams-
In sninterviewFridl.sy, Dii- nestftlrioe Damianoiriit’tlttS, tions’ S~sstem’lnterxsaticsnal,

mianooaid last week’s events wliena.formet’emptoyeatoold, :After’lii’bhttosmneys pninted’out
were just the latestisatbllment, chidden cameradrsto’Damib. ‘thtittheboard’llad never taken
in a series of liiss,mlnunder- IsonPalinetto Cremittory An: djeclpllhury.actionagainstthe
standings and’s rival’s.carn employee’ braggedi’ about: companylSis.appllcationwas
paignto destroy him.. .; ohuclclng’ashea’ln.the parl5liig~ .‘appmovedj according to mm-
“That’s nil BS,’ Damiano llstmand’a’nearby canal;,andof~’ uteaofthemeetlng.

saidinablanket denial of accu- padding- lnfants”,asheo- with
‘sationsIhathe illegally divert’ others to’ make, them,’aearsa
ed’corpsesto.Lynn tlnlvesnity more substantial:. . ‘ , ‘.“ The past.yearhas beena bad
forgestacrensatot3rllcenaeap- Arampatelevialon station one for Damhano. State agents
plication, burnisdbodlea.wlth’ broad’caattheoutrngef’arallto srreated”him in March2001,
out s. license’ and”thi~placed’ see,assdthrea lawsuits result- charging him with obtaininga’’
ashen’atoneofhisoperatlona ad: list A~ri1 1998, Heather llcensetbroughfraudbyflzlsi
in.Manalee County. Smith wun’a $5.5 millionjsadg- tying Wileon Lopez’s.’ signa’

He said lie Is svicttns of state,’ meat ageihat Damiano’s Cre- turn: He alsolost his contract
regulatoryconfsssioa’and’nsia- ,, mation Systems International with the Miami-Dade-COunty
takes. ‘~ . ‘fonlboingthe auhes of her In- medtcal examiner.

‘The state capitol, tltoydo a:’ fant’daughter, A month later, tnAugusr, his son, Asithony,,
greatjob, but’lerme teltyou,. Howard Resdwona$33.S mil- pleaded’ guilty to operating:
the right hand doesrs’t:lcnow tianjudgssrentfomhis mother’s without alicanse forhiisthree’
what the left handin doing,” lost ashes. Damiano didn’t cremationbusinessestHewes
Dssniano said. , show up to defend himself, A sentenced tssayear’shousesr

Controversy has been Da- ‘thirdplaintiffgnveup aftertbe restandthreeyears’proballon.
miuno’s familiar companion previous two found they TheBoardofFunernlDlrectorx
throsghosthsis histov-yin’South ‘cnuldn’t collect a dime from banned him from the funeral
Florida, which began when he Ds,ssiano. business for loyesrs.
started carting’ bodies for In November of that year, Also in August, the board,

acting on the damniligjbdg~ fillared with Oakwood; andthe
menta againstJoe’Oamfano In applicdtlon was aubmittedun
Tanipe, flned’hlm’ttie’maxt- der’tlte’oanie of another On
muns.85,000on each,of:two thlano’emp~oyoe. Deograclo
counts and suopendedttlIe:Ii. MaldonadO,
canse of ‘Professional Trans- ‘Theappilcutlon was beldup
port Services until Damiano because Yohanda’ Demieno,
patdhlh fines and coets. . ‘ who’ works. for the Broward,

Itwosthe-next’to’lastmeet- SherIff’S OffiCe, had apendlhg
ing fOr’ Edissund Sullivan, a tl4’tl’complalntagalisstherfOr
consumer representatlt’e’on unlicensed crematory opera-
the Board of Ftsneral’Directors, tton;sa[dPat Parker, e’l)epart
Securitlea deelhrSaUiven’seld ment of’Buainess and Profea
he, left the board,becauee’sf’ olonal’ Reguletlise
time constraints, but he-also spolieswoman.TbunOakwood
sold he’was frustrated by ito’ was unlicensed When’lnvesti
Iackofenforcementpower; g~tordfOunddosephDamikso

“We were hansatrungin’that there oeriprll’5:
whenpeoplereellydeservedit; , ‘‘ .
we’ couldn’t gtve’them.what’’’’
they.doaerved;” he ~ald..’In’ ‘ , Demiano’aays’hecantrace
[the securitiesi business, when mostdfdtis problems in South
they’re thrown out,.it’sftirevem. Floridattr acompetitorin the
Its this business, that’s nolthe crematlonand transport busi
csse.” ‘ ness, Allen’ & SInew Crema

At the time of the August ttensogOpa-Iochca.OwnerV’erl
meeting, Damlano had negoti- Sliaw has dogged Damiano’at
stud asettlementw[th’l{Oward FusieraiBoard meetings and
and Patricia ReadfOrafrachion callbd fOe-action against bliss,
of the’$33 million judgment: “If. your look, at-’ whelm’ this
Web Brennan, the Readsiettor~ companyandthaawners’hava
ney, saidtheywantadtagetthe dona, lheyclo notbelonginthe
csseoverwlth. buslnessortheatate.Heltas no

But the Fusseral.Board never compassion orrespectftscthe
told the Reade that Damieno law,~”Shaw said attheAaguat
couldn’tgat:hia license-back 2001.meating’ofthe-Board,of
until he haduatiafied his judg- Funeral Directors, sccordbsgto.
ments, according’toBrennaa: the minutes,
lisa Reads never would have TbldabouliDemlano’s corn’
settled If they thought that meats, Shawaaid;’Ifthe cvi
wouldkaepDemianooutaflhe denca wasn’t there, he’
funeral business, he said. wouldh’tbelntmouble-”

‘We got snookerad,” Bren- Damiarso offOrednopredic’
nun said: “The, lawyer never lions for his flfture. ‘There’s.
told us, The slate nevertolti us. nothing I can do—nOtat.tbla

Had they let us aid them in j,olntr” he said. ‘Thldlsthetlhse
thelt, agreements,.we would yotsffndoutwhoyourfriends
have’been able me-help ensure are,’
thesafetyof the citizens of the Steinkamp, his competitor,
state ofFlbrida,” said he doesntexptctDesniu

Arounst.the-time of Joseph notodlisappean
Damlano’s. arrest lii March “He’s been.around slisce I
2001;, Cremation Care me- waa kid; sot assume tie’il’be
opesed’as Oekwood Crema- baclc.—inoneformoranoth.
lion-Service, with one of Da- er,” Stetnksmp said: ‘As long
mianois former employees, as yoa playby.the rssles, there’s
Bobbytr. Steele’Jr,, listed Os the rcomforeverybody”
owneri accordingto state sift _______________________
daIs, Damiano’i daughter,Yo
lands DamiOno; was listed as .IeffShields cuss be reached lit
the licensed dlreotdlsposer. jshietds@sun-sersthseLcom or

But soon Steele notified the 954-356-5531.
state that he was nO longemaf

DAMIANO’
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Crematory operator stays a survw’or
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Crematory mogul Damiano loses certification

By Tern Somers

Sun-Sentinel

The state Board of Funeral DirectorS and Embalmers revoked one
of the licenses of Florida’s kingpin of crematoriums, Joseph
Damiano, on Wednesday and fined him $10,000.

The revocation was a disciplinary action stemming from two
incidents in 1995, in which Damiano’s companies were accused of
losing the ashes of a Pinellas County woman. It has nothing to do
with the more recent charges that Damiano took bodies to Lynn
University where they were embalmed by mortuary students
without the permission of the deceased’s family and that he
operated a crematorium after his license was already suspended.

Disciplinary
charges for the
more recent
incidents have not
made their way to
the board.

yen Shaw, a
competitor and
frequent critic of
Damiano,
questioned why it
took the state so
long to discipline
Damiano for the
1995 infractions.

“If they had taken
his license away

five years ago, we might not have seen the problems at Lynn
University,” Shaw said.

But it was probably all the attention to the Lynn University
problems that “turned up the heat” and forced the board to start
dealing with some of the oldest charges hanging over Damiano,
said David Chanlip, the Miami lawyor suing Lynn University and
funeral homes on behalf of families whose loved ones were
embalmed at the school without consent.

The license revoked on Wednesday was for Professional
Transportation Systems Inc., a Fort Lauderdale company that
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SHOPPING transported bodies of the deceased to funeral homes and
Shopping Gu,de crematoriums. This revocation essentially shuts Damiano, 66, out
Advertisers ads of an industry he has worked in for the past 54 tears, his lawyer,

Furniture Row Greg Ross, told the board.
EOrrORIAISILETFERS
Chan Lowe cartoons Ross noted that the 1995 incident that led to the revocation has

been resolved. “To my client’s credit, that judgment was in fact
Multimedia games and settled,” he said. Damiano did not attend the hearing in Fort

Lauderdale.
HEALTH

Move voids licenses

FEATURES/LIFESTYLE In April the board stripped Damiano of all his licenses, at least

Home & Garden temporarily.
Books -

cá~iur~rr State investigators had gone to the Fort Lauderdale addresses
Calen - listed on the licenses of Professional Transportation Systems Inc.

and AAA Crematorium Emporium, both owned by Damiano, to
Broward/Dade serve him with legal papers. But the business had moved, which
Palm Beach makes the licenses null and void, said Lonnie Parizek, a

Dfrections spokeswoman for the state Department of Business and
Professional Regulation.

OTHER SERVICES If they wanted to move the business, they would have had to

Customer service apply for another license, Parizek said. But that did not happen.
News by e-mail

A week later, Damiano was arrested and charged with operating
yet another business, Oakwood Cremation Services in Miami,
without a license. That charge is still pending.

Damiano has said his alleged lack of a license for that
crematorium was the result of a former employee snatching the
required certification from the wall.

Before Oakwood was listed as the business at that Miami address,
another crematorium, Cremation Care, was there. Damiano was
charged with a felony for concealing his interest in that business
by listing an employee as the owner. He was allegedly hiding his
interest in the business because of the 1995 charges that he lost
the ashes of a Palm Harbor woman. The lawsuit that was brought
against Damiano for that incident was the basis of Wednesday’s
disciplinary hearing.

Damiano has 30 days to appeal the revocation. His lawyer said he
has not decided whether he will do so.

Shaw, his competitor, said he was doubtful the revocation will
drive Damiano into retirement, pointing to his demonstrated
ability to keep working despite decades of sanctions and legal
woes. And Shaw points out that Damiano’s wife, who is also
licensed to work in the industry, was not named in the disciplinary
action.

She is licensed to run AAA Crematorium Emporium USA, which is
slightly different from the AAA Crematorium Emporium Inc. that
moved and had its license declared null and void.
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Joseph Damiano is not the only family member with a history of
regulatory problems. His son, Anthony, has lost his license to run
two businesses. Telephone calls to one of the son’s businesses
listed in the most recent Yellow Pages were answered on
Wednesday by a worker from Chapel of Remembrance, a
cremation service licensed to Jill Jenkins.

The younger Damiano and Jenkins used to be boyfriend and
girlfriend, said John Holland, the man who answered the
telephone. Holland said that Chapel of Remembrance bought the
telephone lines of the younger Damiano’s businesses.

‘All kinds of services’

AAA Cremation Emporium, Joseph Damiano’s business that has
had its license suspended because it was moved without notifying
the state, also remains listed in the new Yellow Pages with phone
numbers in Broward, Palm and Miami-Dade counties. Calls placed
Wednesday to all three of these numbers were answered by the
same man.

When a reporter asked if this was the number for AAA
Crematorium, the man said no, but asked what services the caller
needed. When a reporter asked if the telephone number was for a
cremation service, the man said no, it was for a company called
“Professional Services..all kinds of services.” When pressed, the
man said the services included the rental of limousines.

He could not explain why all three telephone lines for
Crematorium Emporium are linked to his business. And he said he
did not know Joseph Damiano.

Tern Somers can be reached at tsomers@Jsun-sentinel.com or
954-356-4849.

copyright © 2002, South FIorid~ S~j -Ser,tine

Questions or •~mrneoN’ e ne~~s ~script~n Advertise online I Privac&in—S~th~~om Copyright 2002, Sun-Sentinel Co. & South Florida Interactive, Inc. P~v~ereO by Genuity

OOO26?~



group would move ahead with
pulling a programs accredita
tion, Connick said.

“It’s probably been 10 years
since we even put a program on
probation or issued a show
cause order, which is the last
step before we pull accredita
tion,” hesaid. “Aninstitution
always has a right to bring their
program back into compli
ance.”

Without accreditation, stu
dents cannot sit for a national
licensing exam required by the
state to work in the funeral
service industry in Florida.

Lynn University spokes-

woman Carol Mandel said
Monday the school had no
comment on the pending inqui
ry by the accreditation board,
which last reviewed and re
newed the mortuary science
program’s credentials in 1999.

Questions about how Lynn
University’s 20-year-old funer
al services program got bodies
for students to embalm sur
faced earlier this month, when
a North Lauderdale man sued
the school and a funeral home,
accusing them of allowing his
wife’s body to be embalmed
agalnstherJewish beliefs.

Jeffrey Post and his attor

ney, David Charlip, say Lynn
and Levitt-Weinstein Memorial
Chapels did not have his per
mission to embalm his wife’s
body before she was cremated.
Charlip is seeking to establish a
class of up to 600 cases where
bodies passed unauthorized
through Lynn’s program over a
four-yearperiod.

ARRESTS
Levitt-Weinstein and Lynn

officials blame Damiano’s Fort
Lauderdale-based company,
Professional Transport Serv
ices, for taking the bodies for
embalming without proper

consent. Professional Trans
port is the link between five fu
neral homes and Lynn Univer
sity.

Last week, state regulators
revoked Damiano’s license to
transport bodies, and he also
was arrested on a misdemeän
or charge of running a crema
tory without a license. He was
arrested last year on a felony
charge of allegedly lying on a
license application.

Karla Schv.ster can be
reached at kschuster@surl
sentinel.cotn or 954-356-4515.
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Lynn University not expected to lose its national accreditation
~LYNN - ourstandards isat least inquestion here, that they may be
~ out of compliance, but we have

no way of knowing that until
ny that supplied bodies to the we get a complete response
~nortuary science program for from Lynn,” Connick said.
$110 each from the fall of 1998 600 CASES
to February 2001, when the
school learned the bodies were The process of investigating
not legally obtained, possible violations of the ac

Ross said last week the crediting board’s rules could
school believed Damiano was take months, and the group
supplying bodies of indigent rarely strips a school of its en-
people from Miami-Dade dorsement.
County, and relied on his word Usually, a school is first is-
that he had the proper paper- sued a warning, or put on pro
workto supplythe bodies, bation, and permitted to cor

‘It would appear that one of rect any problems before the
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