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Florida man at center of corpse mystery eluded investigators
Posted: April 11, 2002 10:23 PM '

MIAMI (AP) — Joseph Damiano became known as the "Body Baron of Broward County" for the business he built
transporting and cremating corpses. But investigators, plaintiffs' lawyers and others have come to suspect he
made his fortune through a rich and sometimes ghastly variety of shady practices.

Damiano, 65, was arrested last week on charges of running an illegal crematorium. And state investigators are
looking into allegations he rented out bodies for embalming by mortuary students without families’ permission.

"He's been busted for everything in God's earth and got away with it," said Owen Day, a crematory manager in
Fort Lauderdale who has known Damiano more than 20 years. "What makes him tick is greed and a lack of
caring."

Damiano was snared in a state sweep of crematoriums that was prompted by the discovery in February of
hundreds of discarded corpses around a crematory in Georgia. He was charged with operating an incinerator
without a license. Separately, he is also charged with trying to open a crematorium under a false name.

Ed Griffiths, spokesman for the Miami-Dade County prosecutor's office, would not discuss the case.

Damiano's business had been fined by the state before, and he has avoided paying multimillion-dollar judgments
to families who charged that he mishandled their loved ones' remains.

Former employees complained that ashes were frequently mingled and others were scattered in a parking lot
when family members had requested they be cast into the sea, said Shirin Vesely, a lawyer who sued one of
Damiano's companies in the 1990s.

Damiano paid only a small fraction of a $33.5 million judgment awarded to a family whose mother's cremated
remains were lost, lawyer Web Brennan said. And attorney Joseph L. Saunders said he has been trying to collect

on a $5.5 million judgment he won in 1998 against a Damiano company that mishandied the remains of a 5-
month-old giri.

Damiano and his family have repeatedly declined to comment. His lawyer, Joel Kaplan, did not return repeated
calls.

But during a videotaped deposition in 1996, Damiano donned dark sunglasses and defended his practices in a
lawsuit that accused him of losing a woman's ashes.

"Believe me, if we were doing something wrong it would have made Metro Goldwyn Mayer with film, trust me,"
Damiano said. -

On Tuesday, state regulators stripped him of two licenses for the removal and cremation of bodies. But those who
have followed Damiano's activities wonder why it has taken so long for the state to discipline him.

The Department of Business and Professional Regulation refused to comment.
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Investigators and plaintiffs’ lawyers say Damiano skirted state laws regulating the disposal of bodies by opening
several crematoriums and body-transport companies under the names of family members and associates to avoid
paying court judgments.

Damiano opened Professional Transport Systems Inc. in 1977 and monopolized the body-transport market in
South Florida until the late 1990s, winning numerous accounts with funeral homes and landing contracts worth
hundreds of thousands of dollars a year with Broward and Miami-Dade counties’ medical examiners. He lost
those contracts in recent years after allegations surfaced that he was mishandling bodies.

"His workers were caught stealing jewelry off of dead bodies,” said Tim Steinkamp, whose company took over
several of Damiano’s contracts. "He was also stacking the bodies, without stretchers or bags, in the vans. He was
carrying them around like luggage."

A lawsuit filed March 28 implicates him in an illicit scheme to supply bodies to Lynn University for embalming by
mortuary students. Jeffrey Post brought the lawsuit, alleging his wife's body was taken to an embalming class at
the school without his knowledge. The lawsuit claims as many as 600 bodies were similarly used.

The lawsuit names the university and funeral home Levitt-Weinstein, but not Damiano, as defendants. Post's
lawyer, David Charlip, said he did not want to draw his clients "into the morass of litigations against Damiano.”

The university paid Damiano’s company $110 for each body delivered to the school, according to the lawsuit.
Officials at the university said in a statement last week that it "acted in good faith” and was conducting its own
review. The school said Thursday it has suspended its embalming classes.

The funeral home has said Damiano's company fook the body of Post's wife to the university without its
knowledge. .

John Muller, the owner of an automobile transport company, said Damiano still owes him $380 for the transport of
two hearses from Pennsylvania in the late 1970s. When he tried to collect, he said, Damiano asked, "What are
you going to do?"

"I said what goes around comes around. | hope you have as much bad luck as you can possibly wish for,” Muller
said. “And he has — but unfortunately it hasn't kept him out of business.”

Associated Press Writer Ken Thomas contributed to this report.

(Copyright 2002 by the Associated Press. All Rights Reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast,
rewritten or redistributed.)
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School defl.ecltsA blame

in embalming scandal

people whose families had paid- _§

Lynn University’s
president said Joseph
Damiano and his
company are at fault.

By MITCH LIFKA _ .
FLORIDA CORRESPONDENT

BOCA RATON — Lynn Uni-

versity President Donald Ross -

portrayed his school as a victim -

Thursday, saying members of
the school's funeral-services
program thought they were get-
ting the bodies of indigents
from Miami-Dade County to
use in embaiming classes — not

for funeral arrangements.

Lynn did not have the re-

quired written consents to em-
balm even supposedly indigent
people. Instead, Ross said, the
funeral program relied on the
word of Joseph Damiano, 65,

owner of the company that col- -

lected money from the school
to fetch the bodies, that he had
the proper paperwork. .

Family members of those
whose bodies were delivered to
Lynn by Damiano’s Profession-

al Transport Systems and then
embalmed have said they did.

pLease sEe EMBALM, B4

“Disagree.
Lynn's Donald -

Ross (top) said
bodies from
Joseph

" Damiano were

seen as’
legitimate,

N e

students must learn -
vithout bodies in
uneral-services classes

MBALM exon5)

ot know the bodies would
e used for classroom work.
Lynn's funeral-services
rogram has temporarily
i1spended the use of bodies
wclass, Ross said Thursday.
oss’ statement was the uni-
:rsity’s first public response
a growing nationwide
:andal — now including his
hool — over how the dead
e treated. His comments
'me two weeks after a wid-
ver whose wife was em-
ImedinaLynn class filed a
wsuit saying he never gave
sconsent, :
“The families and the
nn University community,
sulty, staff and students —
2 all victims of the actions
one firm that, unlike the
iversity, did not act in good
th,” Ross said. “We trusted
‘ompany that was licensed
the state of Florida and
ed by Miami-Dade County
transport the bodies of in-
-ent people.”
Damiano lost that con-
ctin April 2001. Neither he
- his attorney has com-
nted on the allegations,
ich culminated in his ar-
t last week on a misde-
anor charge of running a
matory without a license.
faces felony charges
nrhing from a 2001 arrest
vhich he is accused of ly-
onalicense application.
Ross acknowledged the
ool had no written con-
:t with Fort Lauderdale-
ed Professional Transport
tems or Damiano.  Ross

said Lynn paid Damiano’s
firm transport fees of $110
apiece for 90.bodies between
the fail of 1998 and February
2001, -when the school
learned the bodies were not
‘legaily obtained.

The attorney who filed the
lawsuit against the school
said the university’s position
and its unwritten relation-
ship with Damiano is legally
Shaky. Lo

“If you're talking about
theologic matters, it’s OK to
go on faith,” atforney David
Charlip said. “Onée you leave
the field of theology, .it
doesn’t hold water in.today's
society. Their position is pret-
ty muchindefensible.”

In November, an investi-
gator with the Florida De-
partment of Business and
Professional Regulation
wrote in a report that the uni-
versity had not answered all
the questions that needed to
be resolved, including the
school’s connection with Da-
miano. Both Ross and attor-
ney Stephen Schwed con-
tended Lynn had been com-
pletely cooperative.

Lonnie ParizeK, spokes-
woman for the Department
of Business and Professional
Regulation, said Lynn pro-
vided the state with a number
of documents in response to
a subpoena. “But nothing ad-

dresses when or how the re- -

lationship [with Damiano]
wasinitiated,” she said.

Mitch Lipka is a business reporter for
the South Florida Sun-Sentinel, a ~ -
Tribune Publishing newspaper.
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In Embalmings

By DANA CANEDY

MIAMI, Aprit 11 — Lynn Universi-
ty defended itself today against accu-
sations that students in its fimeral
service program had used bodies
without praper authorization to prac-
tice embalming. -

‘The university, in Boca Raton, had
been virtually silent on the matter
until today, when it said it had acted
.in good faith in accepting bodies
from Professional Transport Sys-
tems, a Fdrt Lauderdale company
owned by Joseph Damiano, who lost
his operating license ihis week. The
university said it had received 80
bodies from the compiny from Ocio-
ber 1998 to the end of February 2001.

Unlversity uofficials salg Mr. Da-
miano, who could not be réached for
comment, had led them (o believe
that all the bodies deivered for use
in classes had been those of indigent
people. The officials said they were
Stifl trying to determine how many
actually were, n

“The university respectfully em-
balmed the bodies in the belief that it
had appropriate authorization to de
50,” Donald Ross, the imiversity’s
president, said. -

‘The university also said that con-
trary to a Florida Department of
Business. and Professlanal Regula-
tion report it had cooperated with the
aothorities in an Investigation and
would continue to do so. A spokés-
womar for the state agency said that
while the unlversity had provided
requested documents it had not pro:
vided ali pertinent information.

“The documents and letter they
provided did not address the one’
re'mnlnlng Question, which is how the

Transport and the university was
- initiated,” said Lonnie Parizek, an
ugency spokesworan,

The controversy began last week
when a North Lauderdale man, Jeli-
rey Post, sued the -Auniversity, con-
tending that after his wife, Madeline,
died of cancer in November 2000 the
university had used his wife's bady

- without consent for students to prac-
tice embatming. The family said it
had explicitly instructed the funeral
home that Ms. Post was not to be
embalmed because it violated her
faith. - )

David Charlip, the lawyer repre- -
senting Mr. Paost, said the universl-
ty’s claitn that It had no responsibil. <
ity In the improper embalming was .
disingenaous, . .

*The state requires authorization,
they didn’t have authorization,” Mr.
Charlip sald, “They relied on a guy :
who, Is known in the industry as a !
problem.”

. Lo d
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Hearing delayed on Lynn embalming loghook

THE ASSOCAITED PRESS

FORT- LAUDERDALE = Attor-
neys postponed a hearing
Friday that could tave pro-
ditced a Lynn- University: log-
book, listing bodies embalmed
by the school’s mortuary sci-
ence students, possibly without
their relatives’ permission.

The hearing Into a lawsult

000254

filed against the private Boca
Raton university: by a “man
whose wife's body was embalm-
ed by Lynn students without his
perinigsion was postponed until
April 24. S

David  Charlip; . widower
Jeffrey Post's lawyer, sald he
agreed to a university request

to delay the hearing; but accu-

sed Lynn officials of stalling.

“They're ‘dragging thelr heels
giving ‘us -the log books and
raising privacy concerns - that
won't hiold water.” Charllp sald.

Steplien . -Schwed;  Lynn's
lawyer, insisted the privacy of
those listed in the logbook was
the university's major concern.

“There are fanilly membérs
who' could be hurt by the mere
mention of a name o that log-

hook. We need to protect people
who don't want thefr names out
there,” Schwed sald. -

Lynn . suspended its embalm-
ing. classes- this - week' after
learning that a body transporta-
tton company had béen bringlng
it “corpses  for embalming
allegedly without the permis-
sion of the dead people’s rela-
tives. :

Lynn paid the company for
each body It brought.

Joseph  Damiano, the trans.
portation company's owiier, was
arrested. last week on’ charges
of running an illegal crematori-
um, and state. investigators are
looking into allegations he
brought bodles to Lynn without
permigsion.



AO/KDA
PAESS SEARCH
800-442-0332
PALM BEACH
POST
WEST PALM BEACH
DAILY - 245,000

.. APRIL13,2002 ey

program  Noed for e

- faces new license to |

scrutiny

An Becréditing group

. Tof fuheral programs
asks W a pact
for providing bodies.
B,

_ BUCA

: ector omlw_wv w.mﬂnmmww
d orgaitization said Friday. the
w:%o..m_mw creflentials hang in the
bala R
Lo

blow td tie futire
T mW\f

<tambett@pbpost.con

reluesting ¢
: al Transport §
et slep would b6 to.
feam to e

Cvilcopspiraey.
. ;On?mﬁmanﬁb«da Universic
ty Président Dbiald Rass
blained Joseph Damiano, presi:
dent of ‘Professional Transpiort
Systeins; Inc.; for the prob 3

" Pheiid soe LYAN UNIVERSTIY (28,

000252




$i. PEIERSBURG
TIMES

ST. PETERSBURG
DAILY - 460,000
APRIL 12, 2002

Jeffrey Post, lefl, hiotds 4 pickire of His wife;
. Instead; tier body sided up st Lynn Unive,
LynhWas Victiriiized by body tra

against
B The cremafbr? operator;facéjs v
crithifial clidrges; a lawsuitand
regulatoryaction. .

" MIAMI -~ Joseph Day
the “Body Bdron of -Bro Col
business he built transporting
corpses, But invéstigators; plaintifis’ lawyers and
others now are alleging thit he nade his fortune
through a variéty of shady practices.

Damiano; 65, was artested last
ges of running an illegal crematorium. ]
investigators are [ookirig into allegations that he
rented out bodies for embalming: by mortuary
students without families’ permission. .

“He's been busted.for cverything in’ God's
earth and got away with it." said Owen Day, a
crematory manager i Fort Lauderdale who has
known Dashjatio for years. “What makes him fick

is greed and a tack of caring.” o
Damiano was arrested as the state
" took a clgser look at crematorfun !
pted: by the discovery in Fel
of hnidreds of corpses around a Géorgia
cremiatory. He was charged with operat- . B8
ing an incinerator without a ficense. Sep- N
‘arately, he is chiarged with trying to opeii
a crematorium under a false name:
Ed Griffiths; ‘a spokesmian for the

Miami-Dade County prosecutor’s office, DPamiang

would not discuss the case.

Oh Tuesday, State regulators stripped Lim of
two licenses for the removal and cremation of

- bodies. The Depaitment of Business and Profes:
sional Regulation refused to comment.

Damiano’s biisiness has been fined by the
state before, and he has avoided paying multimil:

-Iiondollalhjngmenis to families for mishandling
their loved ones’ remains: .

Former employees complained that ashes
were frequently mingled and some Were scattered
in a parking lot instead of at sea ac family mem:
bers requested, said Shirin Vesely, 4 lawyer who
sued one of Damiano’s companies in the 1990s.

- Damiano paid only a smail fraction of 2 $33.5-
milliéh judgment awarded to a family whose
mother's cremated remains were lost, lawyer Web
Brennan said. And attorney Joseph L: Saunders
said he has beén trying to collect orni a §5.5-million
judgment he won i 1998 against a Damiano

that mishandled the remains of a 5
month-old girl. . .

Damiano and his family have declined to com-
ment: : .

In a videotaped depositios in 1996, Damiano

Madsiifis, who was supposed io be cremated.
The schiool's president, Donald
iy ownér Joseph Damiians:

Allegations growing

. Mianii-Dade counties’ medical examiners, He lost

5a

family mémbers and associates to avoid paying
coiirt judgments.
Dami veiied Professional Transport
1977 and. monopolized the body.
et in South Florida until the late
1990s, winning numetous$ accounts with funeral
homes and landing coritracts worth hundreds of
thousands of dollars a year with Broward and .

those contracts in recenit years after allegations of
mishandled baodies surfaced, .
“His workefs were catight stealing jewelry off
i - of dead bodies,” said Tim Steinkagiip,
whosé compdhy took over sevepal of
Damidno’s coiitracts. “He was also stack-
ing the bodies, without stretchers or
bags; in the vans. :
A lawsuit filed March 28 jinplicates
Hind in a scheme to supply bodies to Lynn
i~ Uhiversity in Boca Raton for embalmin
. by mortifary stidents. Jeffrey Post 2
" leged thit his wife’s body was taken to an
embilming class at the school without
his knowledge. The lawsuit claims as
many as 60Q bodies were similarly used.
The lawsuit hames thie university and funeral
Home Levitt-Weinstein, but. not Damiano; as de-
fendants. Post’s lawyer, David Charlip, said he did

not want to draw hiz clients “into the morass of
litigations against Darhiano.

The university paid Damiano'’s company $110
for each body defivered, according to the lawsuit.

Officials at the university said in a statement
Iast week that it was conducting its own review.
On Thursday the schoo! said it has suspended its
embalming classes,

Ata news conference; Dr. Donald Ross, Lynn's
president, said “faculty and students are all vie-
tims of the actions of one firm that did not act in
good faith.” o .

Ross said Damiano’s company brought the
scheol 90 bodiés bétween 1998 and 2001 for use in
its morttiary classes, arid Damiano represented
that all the bodies were of indigents supplied by

the Miami-Dade County Medical Examiner.

‘The funéral home has said Damiano’s compa-
ny took the body of Mrs. Post to the university
without its Knowledge. .

000249 .
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livelihood rescmded aftera

out the:person’s’ knowledge.
suthorities sajd.’

Damiano- now: faces two
criminal cases: One accuses
himof forgmg an employee's

Broward and Miami-Dade fu-
neral homes in: 1962. After -

Dmmuno submitted an applica-

acting on the damningjudg-

tion for-a. Miami:i

building abody-hi g busi

ness that covered six counties,
Dnmmno began: runninginto
inthe 1980s, "

decadeof skirting
court judgments and the State
agency assigned:ito police the
funerai business.

Some of his critics wonder
how he has pérseveredso long:
inthe industry:

Others say Damiano’s odys--*

sey through Florida's funeral-
related regulatory systemisa
lesson in the limits of the Flori-
da Department of Business and
Professional Regulatmn Ithas:
shown that witH low prices, a.
good lawyer and enaugh
friends and relatives to take his
spaton a funeral license, even
the most vilified of business-
men can'survive in Flondn S
death industry. .

“Theway the rcgulutionsys—
tem is set up in Florida in the
funeralindustry . . .it lacks the’
teethand the mvestignnve con-
troi to keep someone like Da--
miano —who is determined to
stay.in business — out of busi-
ness,” said attorney: David
Charlip. : C

Charlip is suing Levitt-Wein-~
stein Funeral Home and Lynn’
University. on behalf of Jeffrey
Post, who saysthetiodyofkis:

wife, Madeline; was.taken tos. i
' Lynnwithoutiliis permissionito™”

train embalmingstudents. The:
stace Board; oﬁFuneral Direc-

p papers
for Cremntion Carelnc. ih Mi-
ami; and‘is. set for:trial next
manth in Miami-Dade County

* ClreuitCourt: The otheraccus-

es hinvof operating that same

crematory— as Oakwood Cre- -

matory — without a license
when his dsughterran into li-
censing problems of her own.
Ken Roberson, of Port Char-
lotte; a funeral director who

. chairs the Florida Board of Fu-

"l 1988, hie was arrésted anid:
charged with theftfor failihg to'
return rented vehicles. About
the same time; he begancoop-
erating with the Broward SHer-

' iif's Office afterSouth Florida's.
Colombo-crime family boss, Jo-

seph “Joey:Flowers® Rotunno,
came looking for aloan Damia-
no had taken.out fromRotun-

no’s brother, Donald Paul-Ro- |

tunno: Damiana’s undercover:
worlg led to J unno's

neral Directors and Embal
ers, satd keeping track of Da-
miano and all his incarnations
is frustrating and difficult for
his board. c

In August 2001, Roberson
publicly called for the attorney

general's statewlde prosecutor ,

tounvestl%n(e Damiane, “50
they can finally put a stop to
this,”

*It's a major concerry: otthezw

board and the department,” he
gaidof Dnmumo t] stnymgpow—
er, .

CHARGES: DENIED

In an interview Friday; Da-.”

miano said lnst week!s events
were justthe | allment.

conviction on. loan-shnrking

5.,
1991; aDamiano ermploy-

‘called C fon Care; bearihg

“thesignature of Wilson Lopez,
“dnemployee. Lopezwouldlat-

ments

Tampa, fined’ him thevmaxi

mum: $5,000-on:each oftwo
counts.and suspéndedithiedi-

“NorthLauderdale; and Ruth

Field, of Bal. Hﬂrbour hadbaen
used to traii embnlmmgsm-
dentsutLynn without the famii-

- Hes' permission:

‘At least 12 families whose

. ralanveq were embalmed. at

nb ber 2000

ee was acrested.for teali
]ewalry ftom acorpse;and the'

Compission

{os: i rented: vans: In,1992;
neiglibors: of:his: crematovy,
runidutioffa commeércial

in-FortLaudeérdalé; defeated

yn
‘and"Fetiruary: 200F. told the
Sun-Sentinel they hadn’t au-

fxPregident Donald Ross said
last waek that the funeral | pro-
;gramit-felied: on. Damiano's
wordtkathie had proper writ-

hisproposal to expandliis.o
eration: Helostg: _ntmclm'l
the Broward Medlc
er'sOfficein 19934,

ay; 999)Dn.mlanowent
bei’oretheB ardiof

standings.and:
pmgntn destroy him.. ahuoldng*ashesrin the pnrkingf
"Phats all BS,” Dnmlano lotandanearby: cannl.undof g
-denial of dinug, infants”

. no's’Palmetto Grematary
-employee: bragged: atSo

Lieswit

t -‘lgumsn-

“They fineyou; you,
tine, and:it: happens-again;”
said Tim; Steinkamp; whose
Broward Removal Serviee has:

been Damiaiio's fiercest com::

petitorin'the funeral rransporb
business. ' " -

Damiano has been licensed-
atvarious times to transport;
refrigerate and cremate bodies
through his main company,
Professional Transport Serv-
ices, and 2 number of cremato-
ries under Cremation Services
Internationai. He has-lost li-
censes, only to replace his
name with family members' or
employees’, at least once with--

“-out:n, license and:
:ashes:atoneof liis opérations: .

2 satlous thathe illegally divert:
" ed'corpses toLynn University;

forgedacrematorylicenseap-
plication, Burned:bodieswith-
misplaced:

inManates County.:

He said Hels avictim of sme'

takes.

“The staie capltol theydo as

great job, but’letme: tell‘you,.
the right hand.doesn!t: know:
what the left hand’is domg, ‘
Damiano said;

Controversy has been Da-
miano's familiar companion
throughout his history in-South
Florida, which began when he:
started carting. bodies for

“others-td: make themseen:

'more substantiali.

ATampatelevision station
broadeastthe outrage for all to
see;andithireé lawsuits result-
ed:. Ini- April 1998, Heather
Smithwor'a $5.5 miltion judg-
mentagainst Damiano’s Cre-

. mation'Systems International
“forlosing:the ashes of her in-

fantdaughter. A month later,
Howard Redd won a $33.5 mil-
lion judgment for his mother’s

. medical examiner.

L d'alicense for Crema-
nsr System’ International.
erhig'attorneys pointed out

thebonrdimad never taken
seiplfn %gmon against thie
mpany; Risapplication was
approved; according to min--
utesofithe: meeting.
LICENSE PROBLEMS
. The pastyearhas beena bad
one for Damiano. State agents
drrested'Him in Match: 2001,
charging him with obtaininga:
license through fraud by falsi-
fying ' Wilson Lopezs:signas-

ture: He aiso-lost his contract:’

with the Miumx-DndeCounty

In August, his son, Anthiony;,
pleaded' guiity to opemting:
thhoutahcense forhisthree:
cr ; Hewas

lost ashes. D. didn't
show up to defend himself, A

“third plaintiff gave up after the

previous' two found they

" couldn't ¢ollect a dime from

Damiano.
In Vovamber of that year,

sentenced to a year’stiouse ar:
restand three years’probation.
The Board of Funeral Rirectors.
banned him from the funeral’
business for 10years, i
Also in August, the board,

" der:tHe‘name of another Da-

Hliated with Oakwood; and the
application was submitted un.

ihiano employes, Deograciu
Maldonado: '

“gr tellinvestigators-henever  cense of Professional Trans- Thanpplicntion wag heldup .
'signed that document; - - port' Services until: Daminno “Yolanda- D
" “Also ih. 1998, Proféssional: costs who works.forthe Broward K
port Services begai tdl "twasth Sheriff!sOffice; had a pending, »
. mg bodies to Lynn./ Universnty‘s ing for; Edinund, Sullivam civil.complaintagainst Her for 3
“3cHool of 'mortua ive'on . unlicensed'crematory opera- - | 2
“That practice contihiaduntil: the Board of Funeml Directors.‘ tion;; saldPat Patlier; aDepm» ] -
February 2001, whentwolocal . Securities dealer Sullivansaid . ment ofB d Profes- &
‘tfuneral homes discovered that - he. left the board-becaut - sionalv f Reguluﬁon; 18
- thie bodies of Madeline Post, of  time constiaints, bat he: spol . Thus Oal ]

said he'was frustrated by its:
‘lack of enforcement power:
“We were hamstrung inthat: _ th

when people really.déservedit;:

we-couldn't glve them:what - -
they. deserved;”: he. saidi.“In"

[the securities]: husiness whernt
they're thrown out; it's forever.
In this busmess, thnt‘s notthe.
cage.”” -

At:the time of the August:
meeting; Damiano had negoti-
ated asettlement with Howard.
and Patricia Read forafraction
of the:$33-million:judgment:
Web Brennan, the.Reads" attors

. ney; said theywnnted togetthe

case over with:

Butthe Funeral Board never .

told:thie Reads that Damiano.
couidn’tiget-his:license back:
untithehad satisfied hig judg-
ments; according'to-Brennan,
Tlie Reads never would have

settled- {f. tHey: thouglit that.

would keep Damiano outiof the:
funeral business; he sxud
“We got snookered,” Bren-
nan said: “The. lawyer never
told us. Thestate nevertold us;
.Had they letus aid them in

’ thein agreements;, we. would
- have'heen able toltelp ensure
‘the'safet

‘of the citizens of the
state of Florida.™ "

" Around:the time: of Josepii.
Damhmo 3. drrest:in’ March

opened 2s.Qakwood Crema-
tion' Servxce, witltione of Da-

: former:
BobbyL: Steela-Jr;, listed as the

- OWNeEr; nccordmgto state offi-

clals; Damidnio’s daughter, Yo-

landa Damiano; was listed as -

. done; they donotbelongin the

wag. unlicensed ‘wheninvesti-

. Damigne: says-he can trace.
iostathis problems in South
Eloriditda competitorinthe
cremation and transport busi-
ness, Allen: & Shaw:Crema-
tions offOpaslocia. Ownér Verk
Shiaw. has dogged Dammno at

cauhdforacﬂonagmnstﬁi‘m :
“If; your loak: at: what!this " ||
company;and thieownershiave . -

busihess orthe state. He lina no- |
compassionorrespectforthe.
law,"Shaw said atthe August |
2001 meating of the-Board.of
FuneralDirectors, accordingto. |
the minutes; - 17
Toldabout:Damiano’s com:
ments, Shiawsaid; “Ifthe evi-
dence:: wasn't: there, he-
wouldin't be initrouble:”: . - !
Damiano offéred'no predic.. :
tions for his fu'ture: “There’s.
nothing I'can do—nétatithis .
point;” he said. “Thisis thetime |
you find'out who your friends

81— pay
mesa

- Steinkamp, Liis competitor,
said he doesn't expect Damia-
notodisappear -

“He’s been.around siitce 1
was kid, soI'assume he'll'be
bacir—in one férm.or anoth-
er," Steinkampsaid; “Aslong
a5 you play bythe rules, mere‘s
room for zvexybody

Je)T Shlelds can be reuched at

l.comor

the lii tdire
But soon Steele notified the
state that lie was no longer af-

954-356-4531.
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The revocation was a disciplinary action stemming from two
incidents in 1995, in which Damiano’s companies were accused of
losing the ashes of a Pinellas County woman. It has nothing to do
with the more recent charges that Damiano took bodies to Lynn
University where they were embalmed by mortuary students
without the permission of the deceased’s family and that he
operated a crematorium after his license was already suspended.

e ADVERTISEMENT

Disciplinary
charges for the
more recent
incidents have not
made their way to
the board.

Lo

Verl Shaw, a
competitor and
frequent critic of
Damiano,
questioned why it
took the state so
A long to discipline
Damiano for the
1995 infractions.

ADVERTISEMENT ———

“If they had taken
his license away
five years ago, we might not have seen the problems at Lynn
University,” Shaw said.

But it was probabiy all the attention to the Lynn University
problems that “turned up the heat” and forced the board to start
dealing with some of the oldest charges hanging over Damiano,
said David Charlip, the Miami lawyer suing Lynn University and
funeral homes on behalf of families whose loved ones were
embalmed at the schoo! without censent.

The license revoked on Wednesday was for Professional
Transportation Systems Inc., a Fort Lauderdale company that

Damiano

Apr 9, 2002
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SHOPPING transported bodies of the deceased to funeral homes and
Shopping Guide crematoriums. This revocation essentially shuts Damiano, 66, out
Advertisers ' of an industry he has worked in for the past 54 tears, his lawyer,

Newspaper ads
Furni

Row _ Greg Ross, told the board.

Ross noted that the 1995 incident that led to the revocation has

B been resolved. “To my client’s credit, that judgment was in fact
Multimedia games and settled,” he said. Damiano did not attend the hearing in Fort
graphics. )  lLauderdale.

jr‘zAVEL Move voids licenses

:S&TURESI LIFESTYLE  1p April the board stripped Damiano of all his licenses, at least
Home & Garden temporarily.

State investigators had gone to the Fort Lauderdale addresses
e listed on the licenses of Professional Transportation Systems Inc.
TRAFFIC | and AAA Crematorium Emporium, both owned by Damiano, to
Broward/Dade serve him with legal papers. But the business had moved, which
;aa';"sse?’c" makes the licenses nult and void, said Lonnie Parizek, a

Directio spokeswoman for the state Department of Business and

s Professional Regulation.

?L’:SZSSER"CES * If they wanted to move the business, they would have had to

Customer service apply for another license, Parizek said. But that did not happen.
News by e-mail
A week later, Damiano was arrested and charged with operating
yet another business, Oakwood Cremation Services in Miami,
without a license. That charge is still pending.

Damiano has said his alleged lack of a license for that
crematorium was the result of a former employee snatching the
required certification from the wall. :

Before Oakwood was listed as the business at that Miami address,
another crematorium, Cremation Care, was there. Damiano was
charged with a felony for concealing his interest in that business ‘
by listing an employee as the owner. He was allegedly hiding his
interest in the business because of the 1995 charges that he lost

the ashes of a Palm Harbor woman. The lawsuit that was brought
against Damiano for that incident was the basis of Wednesday’s
disciplinary hearing.

Damiano has 30 days to appeal the revocation. His lawyer said he
has not decided whether he will do so.

Shaw, his competitor, said he was doubtful the revocation will
drive Damiano into retirement, pointing to his demonstrated
ability to keep working despite decades of sanctions and legal
woes. And Shaw points out that Damiano’s wife, who is also
licensed to work in the industry, was not named in the disciplinary
action.

She is licensed to run AAA Crematorium Emporium USA, which is

slightly different from the AAA Crematorium Emporium Inc. that
moved and had its license declared null and void.
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Sun-Sentinelocom

Joseph Damiano is not the only family member with a history of
regulatory problems. His son, Anthony, has lost his license to run
two businesses. Telephone calls to one of the son’s businesses
listed in the most recent Yellow Pages were answered on
Wednesday by a worker from Chapel of Remembrance, a
cremation service licensed to Jili Jenkins.

The younger Damiano and Jenkins used to be boyfriend and
girlfriend, said John Holland, the man who answered the .
telephone. Holland said that Chapel of Remembrance bought the
telephone lines of the younger Damiano’s businesses.

‘All kinds of services’

AAA Cremation Emporium, Joseph Damiano’s business that has
had its license suspended because it was moved without notifying
the state, also remains listed in the new Yellow Pages with phone
numbers in Broward, Palm and Miami-Dade counties. Calls placed
Wednesday to all three of these numbers were answered by the
same man.

When a reporter asked if this was the number for AAA
Crematorium, the man said no, but asked what services the caller
needed. When a reporter asked if the telephone number was for a
cremation service, the man said no, it was for a company called
“Professional Services...all kinds of services.” When pressed, the
man said the services included the rental of limousines.

He could not explain why all three telephone lines for

Crematorium Emporium are linked to his business. And he said he
did not know Joseph Damiano.

Terri Somers can be reached at tsomers@sun-sentinel.com or
954-356-4849.
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Lynn University not expected to lose its national accreditation

B LYNN

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1B _

ny that supplied bodies to the
1nortuary science program for
$110 each from the fall of 1998
to February 2001, when the
school learned the bodies were
not legally obtained.

Ross said last week the
school believed Damiano was
supplying bodies of indigent
people. from Miami-Dade

County, and relied on hisword -

that he had the properpaper-
work to supply the bodies.
f “It would appear that one of

t

our ‘standards is at least in
question here, that they may be
out of compliance, but we have
no way of knowing that until
we get a complete response
from Lynn,” Connick said.

600 CASES

The process of investigating
possible violations of the ac-
crediting board’s rules could
take months, and the group
rarely strips a school of its en-
dorsement. )

Usually, a school is first is-
sued a warning, or puton pro-
bation, and permitted to cor-
rect any problems before the

group would move ahead with
pulling a program’s accredita-
tion, Connick said. )

“It's probably been 10 years
since we even put a programon
probation or issued a show
cause order, which is the last
step before we pull accredita-
tion,” he said. “An institution
always has aright to bring their
program back into compli-
ance.”

Without accreditation, stu-
dents cannot sit for a national
licensing exam required by the
state to work in the funeral
service industry in Florida.

Lynn University spokes-

woman Carol Mandel said
Monday, the school had no
comment on the pending inqui-
ry by the accreditation board,
which last reviewed and re-
newed the mortuary science
program’s credentials in 1999.
Questions about how Lynn
University's 20-year-old funer-
al services program got bodies
for students to embalm sur-
faced earlier this month, when
a North Lauderdale man sued
theschool and a funeral home,
accusing them of allowing his
wife’s body to be embalmed
againsther Jewish beliefs.
Jeffrey Post and his attor-

ney, David Charlip, say Lynn
and Levitt-Weinstein Memorial
Chapels did not have his per-
mission to embalm his wife’s
body before she was cremated.
Charlip is seeking to establish a
class of up to 600 cases where
bodies passed unauthorized
through Lynn’s program overa
four-year period.

ARRESTS

Levitt-Weinstein and Lynn
officials blame Damiano’s Fort
Lauderdale-based company,
Professional Transport Serv-
ices, for taking the bodies for
embalming without proper

consent. Professional Trans- :
port is the link between five fu-
neral homes and Lynn Univer-

ty.
Last week, state regulators
revoked Damiano’s license to
transport bodies, and he ajso
was arrested on a misdemean-
orcharge of running a crema-
tory without a license. He was
arrested last year on a felony
charge of allegedlylyingona
license application.

Karla Schuster canbe
reached at kschuster@sun-
sentinel.com or 954-356-4515.



